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COORDINATORS REPORTS 

 

Caucus Coordinator Report  
KATHARINE HSIAO 

2022 has been a terrific year - we are so thankful to God for all that is going on.  I 

am pleased to report that in addition to our continuing work on Women in 

Ministry, Young Adults, and Anti-Asian Racism, we have had many opportunities 

to work with the denomination on a wide variety of projects.  We give thanks for 

all who have contributed so much in ways big and small to make this a blessed 

year! 

NEW GRANTS 

Since our last Convocation,  

• AAABC received a Women in Ministry Project grant for 2022 from ABHMS 

• AAABC received a small grant to assist with the 9/24/22 Kansas City Convocation (and 

encouraging them to attend Space for Grace as well) from ABHMS 

• AAABC received an OGS Chestnut Street Grant to assist with getting persons to the 9/24/22 

Kansas City Convocation (this group distributes endowment funds of $18-25,000 annually to 

churches and ministries related to Pennsylvania; funds may also be used for national events) 

o The Young Adult Task Force applied for a two-year Palmer Grant for a special 

discipleship for 2022-24.  We will be notified in November 2022. 

LISTENING & SHARING SESSIONS 

• In collaboration with OGS, AAABC hosted a Focus Group Session to give input to the 

General Secretary Search Committee 

• In collaboration with ABHMS, AAABC met with Rev. Dr. Jeff Haggray to provide oral and 

written focus points regarding Asian Ministries work 

ENDOWMENTS 

• The Yosh Nakagawa Leadership Endowment was created to continue Yosh’s legacy of the 

empowerment of leaders 

• The Florence Li Endowment Fund to Support Asian Women in Ministry was created to 

recognize Rev. Li’s many years of leadership, and is an ecumenical endeavor with ISAAC 

(Institute for the Study of Asian American Christianity) 
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INTERCAUCUS   

• The InterCaucus met a few times by phone with President Karen Podsiadly in Summer, 2021 

to discuss Caucus funding and possible changes.  In 2022, Judith Christiansen, consultant 

with OGS, met with us and later informed us of official changes made by the Board of 

General Ministries Executive Committee: 

• Caucus funding is to aid in development of a caucus organization and fulfillment of its 

goals (both administrative and programmatic) 

• Grant funds are distributed quarterly (¼ of each year each time) and can be carried 

over if requested by March 31 and approved by Credentials and Caucus Committee 

($8,000 for 2023) 

• Routine yearly reports are no longer required although from time to time the Board 

may be celebrating Caucus work and request updates to share at meetings 

• In May 2022, Abner Cott-Bonilla was elected President and Katharine Hsiao was elected 

InterCaucus Vice-President (two-year term).  Other caucuses include:  Black, Haitian, 

Hispanic, Indian, Portuguese-speaking, Women and Young Adult. 

 

Joint Programming with ABHMS:  A true highlight of our year was the joint programming on June 

24, 2022: Mission on the Move (Genesis 12:1-3).  In addition to presentations by Dr. Anne 

Dondapati Allen and Myra Dahgaypay and updates by the Alliance, we oversaw a time of 

recognition for Rev. Florence Li and communion.  This was a very successful hybrid Zoom and 

multiple location event, a first for us! 

 

Farewell Appreciation for Florence:  All of us at the Alliance want to thank God for the ministry of 

Rev. Florence Li and her many years of ministry to us while serving at the Asian/Burmese Ministries 

position of ABHMS.  Rev. Li has tirelessly advocated for Asian Churches and Asian leaders for almost 

two decades, playing key leadership roles in raising denominational awareness of the special gifts 

and needs of our group.  She has done so much to collaborate with our Burmese diaspora churches 

and to pastor to individual pastors and churches.  Even during the Zoom period, she was tireless in 

gathering groups to meet and share.  We are so thankful for you, Rev. Florence Li.  Because of God’s 

work through you, our Asian churches and leaders and the Alliance have grown and prospered. 

 

GOALS & HOPES FOR NEXT YEAR  

We hope this coming year is blessed for each of our Asian churches and leaders.  We pray for God 

to raise up the right person for the ABHMS Asian Ministries position and pray for our own Rev. Dr. 

Marie Onwubuariri as she undertakes her new position at ABHMS.  We pray for OGS and the search 
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for a new General Secretary.  We pray for Rev. Florence Li as she enters a new phase of her 

ministry.  We pray for new, invigorated and committed Alliance Coordinators and Liaisons so that 

2023 can be our best year yet!    

 

See you at the Puerto Rico Biennial - June 23-25th.  SAVE THE DATE:  June 23, 2023 is our next 

planned AAABC Convocation. 

 Email | katharine.hsiao@gmail.com  

Phone | 510.329.0568 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Records & Communications Coordinator Report 
REV. DR. SANCHITA KISKU, INTERIM 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Connect with Asian Women in Ministry gave me the opportunity to meet 

more Asian women from all over the country. I met many like me who struggled 

during COVID-19 and how we all were trying to create new ways for ministry. I felt 

God is doing new things among us and through us. When I was asked to serve as 

Interim Records & Communications Coordinator for the Asian Alliance, right there 

I realized how God is walking with me and that’s where it began! I felt stepping up 

as the Alliance was getting back into more organized, frequent business meetings and involved in 

The Asian Caucus was first 

established in 1971, ensuring that 

the voice of Asian Americans was 

present at the national 

denominational table. The 

limitations of COVID in 2021 

prevented us from celebrating 

properly but join us next year at 

the ABCUSA Biennial Mission 

Summit in Puerto Rico for our 50th 

Anniversary gathering! 

mailto:katharine.hsiao@gmail.com
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more programs after the COVID. I tried to catch 

up with the old business and was able to join in 

new planning and many meetings. At the 

beginning it was overwhelming to learn about 

the many missions and ministry of Asian 

Alliance. I realized there are many small and big 

communities of Asian churches around the 

United States, and I am extremely happy that 

each ministry and mission has its special 

meaning and value.  

It was a great privilege for me to attend 

the Women’s Conference in Green Lake on 

June 15-18. I was able to see many Asian leaders in Greek Lake. Many old and new Asian faces often 

remind me how the Asian ministries have been part of the American Baptist Mission.  

My major learning experience was when we had Asian Convocation via zoom organized by 

Florence Li on June 24, 2022. I could see our activity, planning, and our passion for the 

Convocation. As an Asian Alliance we focused on two things: (1) Ministry of Asian women and (2) 

Special Gratitude for Florence Li. I closely followed all the meetings and learned about people’s 

different views and their contributions. I felt we really had a successful presentation. I tried to 

evaluate my role as a Midwest women coordinator and Recording & Communication Coordinator – 

how this convocation was meaningful, helpful for me to understand what God is doing amidst us. 

Many regions met as a cluster, and it was joyful to see so many Asian faces. I was connecting their 

names to their faces. 

  

Goals and Hopes for Next Year: 

i. As I joined the Asian Alliance, I realized Florence Li is preparing for retirement. However, 

I hope she will be helping, providing vision, and wisdom to us from far. I feel this will be 

a challenging journey for Asian Alliance.  

ii. I believe my significant role is to make clear communication, updating others what the 

Alliance is focusing on each month. This includes how Alliance could bring helpful 

information or different resources to the small or large Asian churches and leaders. 

iii. I believe this position requires follow-up, active, and clearer records so that we will not 

miss any communication to do a better ministry. Also, how we could be more stay 

connected with each church, provide information for resources and motive, or 

encourage church leaders or lay leaders to be more connect with the Alliance.    

Lunch with some of the Asian women leaders at the 

Radical. Redeemed. Ready. conference. 
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iv. I am also hoping that Alliance will bring the best way of communication with the small or 

local Asian church leaders to be more active participants in Alliance of Asian.  

v. Beside keeping record or communicating with the others this position also would play 

an encouraging and active update, opportunities for the Asian churches and mission to 

be a part of God’s mission.   

 

God bless all of us as we do His ministry together and connect with each other’s as we are, 

connected with God. 

Email | sanchitakisku@gmail.com  
Phone Number | 773.983.8782 

 
Note: Sanchita was invited by the AAABC Leadership Council to serve as interim Records & Communications 
Coordinator when Rev. Yaliang Zhao had to step down due to health issues. 
 

Administration Coordinator Report 
REV. MICHELE TUREK 

No doubt the elephant in the room that is COVID continues to weigh 

heavily on us as we take tentative steps forward, navigating the post-

pandemic identities of our churches and faith communities. How do we 

regather? How do we balance life when everyone seems to want to make up 

for lost time? This is what I’m observing in many of our churches and 

pastors. People are exhausted and fighting to get back some level of 

normal.  

It is my encouragement, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, that we turn 

to our Lord now, just as we always should. Rest in His loving embrace, lay down in those beautiful 

green pastures by still waters. We know that the Lord has carried us thus far, and the Lord will 

continue to do so.  

I see it as part of my purpose as the Administration Coordinator to the AAABC to take on the 

work that creates efficiency, to encourage healthy balance of work and play, and to enable the gifts 

and talents of those in our midst. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in this role. Here are a 

few highlights from 2022: 

• I’ve strived to create a culture of caring within the Leadership Council, encouraging all 

Coordinators to get to know each other better and praying for one another. 

• I also serve as the Communications Consultant to the AAABC, so I continue compiling, 

editing, and writing our quarterly newsletters. Other responsibilities also include updating 

the AAABC website, social media, and creation of flyers as needed. 

mailto:sanchitakisku@gmail.com
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• In June, I attended the Radical. 

Redeemed. Ready. conference at Green 

Lake, celebrating the 40th anniversary of 

ABCUSA’s Women in Ministry wear I 

bore witness to two from our own 

community, Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri 

and Rev. Lauren Lisa Ng, speak, preach, 

and lead.  

• I have chaired the Nominating 

Committee, which will present its 

Leadership Council approved nominees 

to the Constituency to be voted upon during the September 24th Convocation. 

• I’ve led the planning team who has organized and planned the 2022 Convocation which will 

be hosted by the Bethel Neighborhood Center in Kansas City, KS. A huge thanks to BNC’s 

Executive Director, Mang Sonna, who has partnered with us generously for the first time we’ll 

be gathering for an in-person Convocation in three years. 

 

GOALS FOR NEXT YEAR 

In my second year as the Administration Coordinator, I hope to continue in my work while 

maintaining a better balance of ministry, Alliance work, and personal life. We also have the exciting 

work of planning the 50th Anniversary celebration of the AAABC at next year’s Convocation! I 

welcome your prayers and hope that you can join us for this milestone event. 

 
Email | michele.turek530@gmail.com 

Phone Number | 253.314.9939 

Finance & Membership Coordinator Report 
REV. DR. GERALD R. MANN 

This report comes as we are being further released from the COVID-19 

pandemic. The past year (2021-2022) has continued to be a series of zoom 

meetings, phone calls and relationship building. However, the work of the 

Asian Alliance has been getting done. 

The following verses have become even germane to us as we continue to 

experience AAPI violence.  “If two lie down together, then they keep warm; 

but how can one be warm alone? 12 And though one can overpower him 

who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” Ecclesiastes 4:11-13 

A plenary session at the Radical. Redeemed. Ready. 

conference in Green Lake, WI. 

mailto:michele.turek530@gmail.com
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Which is to say, and we are stronger together them alone. The New Testament encourages us 

this way as well, we told the where two or three are gathered Christ is in the midst. It is in this 

gathering where power, influence, community, and spiritual growth reside.   

Please, look again at verse 12 above, it speaks to the idea of all of us working in the kingdom 

together, because we are stronger together, as in a cord of three strands is stronger than one alone. 

The Asian Alliance brings and provides to each of us information, opportunities, services, 

scholarships, and fellowship that are not be available to us alone. With the Asian Alliance you are no 

longer standing alone. 

My encouragement to you as an individual and as a church member or partner that you join the 

Asian Alliance by filling out a membership application. Think of it this way, many of us will spend 

time and money on consumables, while missing the things that will impact our lives emotionally, 

tangibly and above all spiritually. A membership in the Asian Alliance impacts our lives as 

mentioned in the sentence above not only now, but also impacts the kingdom the generations to 

come. 

This coming year look for a more direct funding appeal to aid the Asian Alliance with their 

mission budget giving so that it becomes a sustainable resource.  

• For many churches this can easily by adding the Asian Alliance to the directed giving line on 

their regions giving form.  

• As an individual this would mean denying oneself a consumable or two, not only impact the 

kingdom but to know that there are brothers and sisters around you to support and 

encourage you. 

• Also, look forward to a membership drive. To increase our Asian Alliance membership by 

fifty percent. 

Thank you, be blessed today. 

Email | PastorSunsetMinistry@gmail.com 
Phone Number | 415.272.2034 

Leadership Support & Development Coordinator Report 
DAVID SEIN-LWIN 

“Nay Kaung Lah?”  This is a common phrase we say in Burmese when 

greeting one another.  It means “Are you well?” or “How are you?”  As we all 

come out from the pandemic isolation, I sincerely hope you are all doing 

well. 

Rev. Florence Li of ABHMS initiated a series of training called “Asian 

Leaders Training & Development” for the Asian and non-Asian ministries.  I 

served on the planning committee along with Rev. Kenneth Kho and Samuel 

mailto:PastorSunsetMinistry@gmail.com
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Gujjarlapudi.  We helped provide suggestions, promoted the events, and took part as facilitators in 

the workshops.   

 

• The first workshop, titled “Asian 

Americans and Burma History, 

Immigration Experiences in America 

& Impacts of Racism”, was held on 

March 24th.  The speakers were Dr. 

Russell Jeung and Dr. Angelene 

Naw.    

• The second workshop, titled “Social, 

Emotional, and Economic Health in 

the midst of Racial Injustice” was held 

on April 21st.  The speakers were Rev. 

Hyepin Im, Rev. Dr. Sanchita Kisku, and Rev. Dr. Gerald Mann. 

• The third workshop, titled “Building Cultural Intelligence” was held on May 19th.  It was 

presented by Office of Race Relations, Christian Reformed Church in North America. 

• The fourth workshop, titled “Racial Empowerment, Reconciliation and Faith Actions” was held 

on June 24th as part of the Asian Conference hybrid event.  The speakers were Rev. Dr. Anne 

Dondapati Allen, and Thramu Myra Dahgaypaw.   

These ABHMS sponsored trainings are offered to complement similar trainings provided by Asian 

Alliance in the previous years.  Also, one of the goals was to reach out to a wider audience including 

the non-Asians.  Through these trainings, we learned to have better understanding of historical facts, 

cultural differences, and racial divide in our society.  In addition, the trainings taught us how to 

practically deal with racism, how to heal and manage our emotions, and where to find the biblical 

references and theological answers.  

I also continue to serve on the task forces for the on-going Anti-Racism project and the Young 

Adult Leadership project.  These projects are funded by ABHMS and the Palmer Grant in 2020. 

 

GOALS FOR NEXT YEAR 

Along with the Regional and Language Group Liaisons, I plan to reach out and build more 

relationships with the pastors and leaders of the Asian American Baptist churches as well as the rest 

of the ABC families.    

Email | davidseinlwin@gmail.com 
Phone Number | 650.208.6508 

Thanking Florence for her 18 years of ministry in her role as 

National Coordinator of Asian Ministries at the June 24th Asian 

Leadership Training hybrid event. 

mailto:davidseinlwin@gmail.com
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Congregational Resourcing Coordinator Report  
REV. DR. LONE LAZUM 

"Welcome back!" We used this phrase to greet one another in our churches 

as the year 2022 began. After many months and years of visual meetings 

and services, we are back in churches for in-person worship and fellowship. 

So, Welcome back! 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

As Alliance Congregational Resources Coordinator, I was most joyful 

to see churches reopened and alive again. Many hopes and dreams come true through all these 

possibilities and expectations that arrive with this brand new year. The year 2022 is hopeful, as many 

of us are returning to a routine after years of quarantine and wearisome. One of the most exciting 

possibilities is to be able to go to a church camp. The annual church camp was the highlighted 

ministry of our church. Where we can freely share meals, conversations, bunk-bed times, and fun 

times, this year will be the first camp after three years of the pandemic. We are planning to have it in 

September, the Labor Day weekend. Imagine that! We are finally going to the camp! People can 

reconnect with one another and recharge in spiritual strength to serve the church.  

I am seeing church members begin to mobilize themselves and enthusiastically be involved 

in ministry as they gather together in person. If this momentum continues, the ripple effects of in-

person gatherings may even bring more substantial commitments among them. For example, at 

one of our annual gathering worship services, I gave the challenge to support the Alliance 

scholarship fund to the gathering members. They immediately came forward and gave generously 

to the scholarship fund. That is a good thing that happens when people gather together in person. 

They showed their commitment to any good course with enthusiasm. Of course, I plan to do this 

challenge to support the Alliance scholarship fund at the upcoming church camp. The camp theme 

is "Rebuild To Restore," in alignment with 2 Corinthian 13:11. The theme reflects our purpose to 

rebuild people's confidence in faith and practices and restore our commitment and enthusiasm.    

 

GOALS AND HOPES FOR NEXT YEAR  

Looking forward to more fundraising activities for the Alliance scholarship fund where 

people gather together. This year we have supported two seminarians from Burma diaspora 

churches. I look forward to increasing the support of more seminarians with more funding in the 

coming year.  
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It is impossible to do this seminarian scholarship program without your faithful giving to the 

Alliance. May I urge you to give generously today to support the seminary students to equip and serve 

in the ministries? You can give securely online at this link. Please select “Seminarian Scholarship” at 

the PayPal pull down. 

 

You may also mail your donation check payable to AAABC (with a memo “Seminarian Scholarship) to: 

 

Email | Transform4one@gmail.com  

Phone Number | 510.282.5107 
 
 
 
 

 

Missions Coordinators Report 
REV.DR. LOUIS AO 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I am honored and privileged to present our mission's annual report to 

all of you. In the past years, we faced the tragic COVID-19 crisis, where many 

pastors' lives were lost and many churches either close down or suffered 

financially like many other businesses. 

I attended many webinars sponsored by International Ministries and 

the Foundation for Theological Education in Southeast Asia in the past years.  The conclusion of all 

the theological scholars, practitioners, and local pastors was to seek God’s presence more than ever 

and to do social enterprises as churches that seek to address the social, economic, and spiritual 

challenges of their communities in a holistic way that responds to God’s mission for a church, its 

community, and its members.   

This year I attended the Christian Enterprise Development webinar from January to July 

2022 taught by Dr. Ann and Dr. Bruce Borquist, Global Consultants, International Ministries, 

sponsored by International Ministries and North East Christian University, coordinated by Rev. Dr. 

Wati Longchar.  A brief notation from the course syllabus is shared: This course covers the 

fundamentals of Christian enterprise development as an expression of God's holistic mission to 

rescue, redeem and restore all creation. Students will research and develop a “lean canvas” business 

plan for a faith-based social enterprise that can sustainably meet a need or solve a problem in their 

community that market forces or government services are unable or unwilling to address. 

ATTN: Sandy Stice 

Japanese Baptist Church 

180 Broadway 

Seattle, WA 98122 

 

https://allianceofaabc.wixsite.com/mysite/give
mailto:Transform4one@gmail.com


 

 

 

13 

 

Learning Outcomes | Participants will be able to: 

• Explain the Biblical-theological foundations for enterprise development and how it fits with 

God's mission. 

• Define social enterprise, social entrepreneur, and social entrepreneurship. Give examples of 

Christian social enterprises and describe how they address pressing social, environmental, 

and spiritual problems. 

• Identify social enterprise opportunities that "fit" God's mission for a local church, 

community, and members by developing solutions to unresolved problems/unmet needs. 

• Demonstrate that their solution solves the problem of beneficiaries and that customers are 

willing to pay for it. 

• Define a business model that fits the problem, solution, and beneficiary/customer. 

• Identify sources of capital for their enterprise in its spiritual, human, social,  material, and 

financial dimensions. 

• Develop a basic “lean canvas” plan for a faith-based social enterprise. 

• Demonstrate their business's holistic impact on God’s Kingdom, society, and economic 

sustainability. 

Session content (two-hour sessions) Theology and practice of holistic Christian ministry were 

fully emphasized and 78 attendees were blessed in January to July session.  The second group 

began in the middle of July, 235 students are enrolled.  According to Rev. Benjamin Chan, all the 

attendees will receive the Seed Award, which is between $1,000 to $5,000 and the attendee will find 

their matching grand to do their project. 

I believe this is a 

worthwhile ministry that we all 

should support financially to make 

their ministry successful and 

become self-supportive 

financially.  The paradigm shift 

from the post-pandemic 

experience is to emphasize the 

presence-driven church model 

and offer vocational science in 

addition to their required courses for their respective degrees in theological college and seminary in 

the developing countries.  

Louis and Aien Ao with Dr. Bruse Borquist who taught the Christian 

Enterprise Development course. View the interview here. 

https://youtu.be/5lDMYGgXIvY
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I am personally blessed by the Christian Enterprise Development course and currently 

teaching this course in my college, Agape College in Dimapur, Nagaland, India via zoom.  Eighteen 

final-year students are enrolled in this course.  Drs. Ann and Bruce Borquist were so kind and gave 

me the teaching tools to teach my students. It is like a jigsaw puzzle of God and we are all co-

laborers putting the parts of the puzzle together and making the big picture of how God has 

designed all of us to participate in building His kingdom on earth. 

Another mission partnership was taken with the 2022 South Korea Mission Trip from August 

1-10, 2022. Their delegation consists of adults and youth from the Alliance of Asian American 

Baptist Churches (AAABC), American Baptist Churches of New Jersey (ABCNJ), and International 

Ministries (IM). The team is divided into two groups; the adult group led by Rev. Dr. David Hoijn Yu 

and the youth group led by Sharon Yu.  A more detailed mission trip experience will be shared by 

Rev. Yu in our convocation on September 24, 2022, in Kansas City. 

I thank all our mission team members who attended our meetings and make our missions 

teamwork out plans and strategies to action. Their names are David Sein-Lwin, Rev. Sung An, Rev. 

Michele Turek, Rev. Sharon Lee, and Rev. Dr. Hojin Yu; Ex-Official members: Katherine Hsiao, Rev. 

Florence Li, Rev. Leslie Turley, and Rev. Ben Chan. 

Email | louao59@gmail.com  
Phone Number | 848.391.1676 

The Nominating Committee recommends: 

A. Chan Thwang Lian as the nominee for the Congregational Resourcing Coordinator. The 

Committee values diversifying the geographical representation of the Leadership Council and 

bringing in new leadership.  

B. Gerald Mann as the nominee to continue on to serve one additional year as Finance & 

Membership Coordinator, with the second year of a traditional term pending review of the 2023 

Nominating Committee. 

C. Sanchita Kisku as the nominee for the role of Records & Communications Coordinator following 

her service as Interim Records & Communications Coordinator for the majority of 2022. 

 
Submitted respectfully by the 2022 Nominating Committee: 
Michele Turek, chair 
Samuel Gujjarlapudi 
Sandra Lee 
Margareth Valui 
Chakravarthy Zadda 
 

Nominating Committee Report 

mailto:louao59@gmail.com
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REGIONAL REPORTS 

East Coast Region 

Submitted by Rev. Sung An, East Coast Liaison 

Greeting in the name of Jesus Christ! 

I hope and pray that all is well and do the great things our Lord has 

asked us to do in your community and the ministry. Since the pandemic was 

worldwide, its impact was overwhelming, and it was hard to get together as we 

used to meet, and still we are under that impact. East coast tried to return to 

the typical ministry environment we were in before, but it did not come out as 

we expected. Even meeting via Zoom was not easy. As a result, unfortunately, we could not do what 

we had planned: the annual winter retreat and bi-monthly prayer meeting.  

Now is the time to rebuild and start over. We look forward to the day we get out of the 

pandemic and soar like an eagle again. The first step should be encouraging people to come to a 

short zoom meeting in September. Then, we can talk about our ministries and lives, asking how our 

lives were after the pandemic and what has changed, and pray together—reminding them of the 

tasks we have in the Lord Jesus Christ, and the dreams that God has planted in us.  After this, I want 

to bring new businesses we can do together in 2023.  

I am thinking of our local East Coast Asian American Baptist churches, I am thinking of their 

ministries, I am thinking of each member’s life, I am thinking of their youth and children’s ministry, 

and I am thinking of their worship each Sunday morning.  

Along with this, the other day, I saw many pictures we took from the Asian Conference and 

AAABC Convocation at First Baptist Church of Haddonfield, NJ in 2016, and pictures from the 

Vision 2020 winter retreat at Stelton Baptist Church. I wonder where they are now; pastors and 

students six years later or two years after. How are they spiritually? Are those who were going to 

graduate from high school still attending church? How about little ones?  

The pandemic stopped us for over two years, but now it is time to restart again. So, I am 

dreaming of a dream that we can meet and have a good time with them again in 2023.  

 
Email | onnuri72@hotmail.com 

Phone | 201.956.1951 
 

mailto:onnuri72@hotmail.com
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Pacific Northwest Region 

Submitted by Angeline Lau, PNW Liaison 

We praise the Lord for sustaining us for another year as many of our churches 

and begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel of the CoVid-19 pandemic. 

Celebrations and times of mourning continue within the life of the church.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

• On July 2, 2022 celebrated the life of Yoshitada “Yosh” Nakagawa at 

Mercer Island Community Center after his passing on January 29, 2022. One of the founding 

members of the Asian Caucus and the Evergreen Association, he elevated the voice and 

presence of the Asian community and often sought to bring together the ecumenical 

groups. You can the service on YouTube or read tributes from the many people and groups 

he impacted. 

o ABHMS’s tribute to Yosh  

o Yosh’s Obituary 

o The Church Council of Greater Seattle 

• Many of our Burmese churches continue their fundraising and advocacy efforts for the 

disenfranchised people groups of Myanmar/Burma who have long-endured the attacks of 

the Myanmar Junta who staged a military coup February 1st, more than a year and a half ago. 

• Washington Chin Baptist 

Church, led by Reverend Kawl 

Tha, celebrated their 10th 

Anniversary over two days, 

August 6-7,2022 with clergy, 

leaders, and fellow Burmese 

brothers and sister’s in Christ 

joining in-person from across 

North America. (see photos below).  

GOALS AND HOPES FOR NEXT YEAR  

• Increased partnership and fellowship as each of our unique faith communities draw closer to 

God and share the love of Christ.  

• Collaborative fundraising event 

Email | alau@jbcseattle.org  
Phone | 201.956.1951 

https://youtu.be/j1OhyZBEROQ
https://www.abc-usa.org/2022/03/american-baptist-churches-usa-celebrates-life-and-ministry-of-yosh-nakagawa/
https://obituaries.seattletimes.com/obituary/yoshitada-nakagawa-1084461704
https://thechurchcouncil.org/remembering-yosh-nakagawa/
mailto:alau@jbcseattle.org
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LANGUAGE GROUP REPORTS 

Telugu Language Group 

Submitted by Rev. Samuel Gujjarlapudi ,  Telugu Language Liaison 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Planned and organized Asian Leaders Training & Development 

workshops throughout the summer 2022 

o March 24th: Asian Americans & Burma History, Immigration Experiences 

in America & Impacts of Racism  

o April 21st: Keeping Social, Economic and Mental Wellness Amidst Racial 

Injustice 

• Planned and Organized Asian Conference 2022 (June 24th) 

o Better participation of Telugu/Indian Cluster groups – Michigan, Wisconsin 

• Improved Collaboration and partnership of Telugu Churches in the Asian Alliance (33% 

increase) 

o First Baptist Church of Waukesha, WI joined AAABC as the newest Telugu/Indian 

Church 

• Increased awareness of Indian/Telugu Church Issues (e.g., post-COVID assistance) and 

advocacy  

• Improved communication between American Baptist leaders and contacts related to 

language groups 

• Building stronger Indian American Baptist Churches across the USA 

• Improved outreach to promote the Mission and Ministry of the Asian Alliance among the 

Telugu Churches across the nation 

Email | gsamueljohn@gmail.com 

Phone Number | 312.217.8974 

  

mailto:gsamueljohn@gmail.com
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Korean Language Group 

Submitted by Rev. David HoJin Yu, Korean Language Liaison  
 

Hallelujah! I pray that all is well with you, your families, and 

congregations. Praise God for all his work during the hardships of the 

pandemic in our Korean Language Group.   

Our major event of this year was the 2022 Mission Trip to South Korea which occurred 

August 1-10. Our delegation consisted of ten members from AAABC, ABCNJ, and IM. During our 

stay, the Korean Baptist Churches of the Republic of Korea hosted our delegates. On the first couple 

days, our delegation visited sites to learn about the different church ministries in South Korea, the 

history of South Korea, and the culture and food through different museums and sightseeing 

opportunities. This included a visit to the DMZ 

where we held a prayer meeting seeking God’s 

help for the North Koreans and peaceful 

unification of the Korean nation. 

Then, on August 5-7, one of the major 

highlights of our trip, the 2022 Korean Baptist 

Churches of Republic of Korea Pastors and Lay 

Leaders Leadership Seminar was held at the 

Jinseong Baptist Church of Cheongju City, 

South Korea. Rev. Dr. David Hojin Yu, Special 

Assistant for Korean Relations of ABIM, Associate Regional Pastor of Asian Ministries of ABCNJ, and 

Global Consultant for KBCROK, gave a presentation about his doctoral dissertation about how to 

create a new model of pastoral leadership for the Korean Baptist Churches of the Republic of Korea. 

Rev. Yu also spoke regarding ABCNJ Asian Ministries, and what and who AAABC is. Rev. Dr. 

Benjamin S.L Chan, Area Director of East and South Asian for International Ministries, gave a 

presentation on what International Ministries is, their purpose, and his role in IM. Rev. Dr. Peter Ely, 

Adjunct Professor in the ESCM program at Palmer Theological Seminary and Pastor of Princeton 

Baptist church of NJ, presented what is our American Baptist polity and practice. Additionally, our 

delegation participated in workshops about how to develop lay leaders and pastoral servant 

leadership during post-covid ministerial challenges that are taking place.  

In addition, special activities were arranged for the two youth members to have fellowship 

with KBCROK young people led by Sharon Yu. The youth discussed about their struggles with their 

faith during pre-covid and post covid, the cultural differences between the Christian lifestyles in 
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South Korea and America, and how we can maintain and learn from each other in a mutual 

relationship. 

For the last three days, our delegation was able to visit traditional cultural and historical sightseeing 

in parts of South Korea. On the last night of the trip, the members gave feedback where they shared 

that they received rich learning about KBCROK, Korean culture and gained a new perspective on 

the Christian mission partnership through their visit to South Korea.  

The delegation benefitted from this 

mutual exchange of Christian experience with 

the KBCROK churches and their people.  The 

exchange helped us reflect on our own Christian 

journey and ministry. 

As we continue our mutual exchange with 

KBCROK, Rev. Dr. Jongpo Kim, General 

Secretary of KBCROK will be attending our 

AAABC Annual Convocation on Saturday, September 24th at the Bethel Neighborhood Center in 

Kansas City, KS  . Also, a delegation consisting of five members of KBCROK will be attending the 

ABCNJ Annual session, visit and interact with ABCNJ local churches, visit IM and other American 

Baptist organizations. We look forward to continuing our journey together in partnership in Christ 

and in common mission! 

Although, we have had many struggles 

during the pandemic, God has always opened His 

heart and blessed us. We are looking for another 

year as we seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness. 

Email | revhjy@gmail.com  
Phone | 856.630.1391 

  

MIDWEST REGION 

May May Latt 

meenge68@gmail.com 

BURMESE LANGUAGE 

Maung Maung “Clifford” Htwe 

mhtwe68@gmail.com 

CHIN LANGUAGE 

Sanno Thuan 

sanno.thuan@gmail.com 

KAREN LANGUAGE 

Aye Aye Thaw 

ayeayethaw@hotmail.com 

OTHER LIAISONS 

mailto:revhjy@gmail.com
mailto:meenge68@gmail.com
mailto:mhtwe68@gmail.com
mailto:sanno.thuan@gmail.com
mailto:ayeayethaw@hotmail.com
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Kathy Khang, author of Raise Your Voice: Why We Stay Silent & How to Speak Up (IV Press, 2018) and Alabaster 

Guided Meditations, Psalms Vol. 1 and 2 (IV Press, 2020), and a contributing author in More Than Serving Tea (IV 

Press, 2006) and Voices of Lament (Revell, 2022). Ms. Khang also serves as the board chair for Christians for Social 

Action, co-host of The Fascinating Podcast, and serves on the board of the Northwestern University Asian and Asian 

American Alumni (A-5) Club. 

GRANT PROJECTS 
 

Wholeness & Racial Reconciliation Project, Palmer Grant  
SUBMITTED BY REV. KATIE CHOY-WONG, REV. AMELIA CHUA, KATHARINE 
HSIAO, AND DAVID SEIN-LWIN 

In view of the dramatic rise in anti-Asian racism incidents during 2020, the Alliance of Asian 

American Baptist Churches applied for a Palmer Grant administered by the American Baptist Home 

Mission Society.  The “Wholeness & Racial Reconciliation” project was awarded a two-year grant 

from November 2020 to November 2022. This project seeks to educate our churches on the West 

Coast on the systemic and structural nature of anti-Asian racism in the United States.  The Rev. Katie 

Choy-Wong and Rev. Amelia Chua are Co-Coordinators of the project. The Planning Committee this 

year includes Katie Choy-Wong, Amelia Chua, Katharine Hsiao, and David Sein-Lwin.  

The “Wholeness & Racial Reconciliation” project was divided into three tracks. Track 1 was 

directed at the Burmese Diaspora churches of the West Coast.  It was held in March, April, and May 

of 2021. Each of the sessions were two hours long, and due to the pandemic, our programs were 

adapted to take place online. In February 2021, a “Listening Session” was held online where the 

targe community was invited to share their concerns, observations, comments and questions.  These 

were taken into account in the design of the sessions. 

For Track 3, the Task Force met over Zoom during 2022.  Plans to 

have an in-person training event for young adults during the summer had 

to be changed due to the increase cases of COVID.  An alternate plan of 

offering a training session for the Alliance of Asian American Baptist 

Churches Convocation on September 24th was planned.  Special guest 

speaker, Kathy Khang, was invited to lead that training session.  With the 

training, the grant from Palmer will be completed.   A report will be given 

to American Baptist Home Missions Society. 
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Young Adult Task Force 
SUBMITTED BY REV. MELANIE MAR CHOW 

 

After a successful launch of the grant supported Asian American Young Adult Leadership 

Experience (AAYALE) program in 2021, the 2022 Young Adult Task Force (YATF) finished the 

program and awarded one church grant money to continue their project to encourage young adults 

to connect their community with their church.  That church was Seattle Japanese Baptist under then 

senior pastor, Rev. Samuel Kim. The funds were issued in January 2022 and the project will be 

continued under the leadership of AAYALE participant Karissa Yamaguchi, and new senior pastor, 

Angeline Lau. 

  

Young Adult Task Force (YATF) Leadership 

For the 2022 year the task force is lead by its co-chairs, Rev. Melanie Mar Chow and Rev. Dr. 

Tim Tseng.  The other task force members are Katharine Hsiao, David Sein-Lwin, Sandra Lee, and 

Rev. Michele Turek (ex-officio). 

  

2022 Activities 

After a slow start of determining continuation of leadership, the committee chairs worked 

with Katharine to determine what projects could be happening.  The leadership worked together in 

July 2022 to submit a project to the Palmer Grant that will build upon the inaugural AAYALE 

program and also development of young adults to consider participating in training in a certificate 

program with the assistance of local seminaries. The grant proposal was submitted July 15, 2022.  In 

the meantime, the committee is considering connections with the local seminaries as well as 

working with local church young adults, pastors and youth directors. 

The committee also worked to present a summary of the recent project and update for the 

2022 June Alliance gathering.  We are thankful to Tim interviewing Karissa and Pr. Sam, which you 

can watch on the AAABC YouTube channel here. 

  

https://youtu.be/SOCneOWeP34
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Asian American Women in Ministry 
SUBMITTED BY REV. MICHELE TUREK 

The AAABC was awarded a grant from the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

(ABHMS) for a 2022 initiative focused on Asian American Women in Ministry (AAWIM). The purpose 

was to identify, connect, and mentor AAWIM that they would be encouraged in God’s calling in their 

lives and supported in their ministries. The hope was to build national infrastructure to enable 

women across the country to continue the connections sparked by this grant. 

 I, Michele Turek, serve as the National Coordinator of the AAWIM project alongside my co-

coordinators, Katharine Hsiao and Melanie Mar Chow. We first invited the following gifted women 

to serve as AAWIM Regional Liaisons: 

Angeline Lau (Pacific Northwest), Lia 

Rochell (Northern California), Melanie 

Mar Chow (Southern California), 

Sanchita Kisku (Midwest), and Eunice 

Jeon (East Coast).  

 A national Zoom call was 

hosted monthly with an emphasis on 

self-care and prayer for one another. 

The regional liaisons, with help from the coordinators, were tasked with a quarterly plan: 

1. First Quarter: Identify and collect contact information of AAWIM in your region. Get 

connected. 

2. Second Quarter: Encourage women to attend the Radial. Redeemed. Ready. women in 

ministry conference in Green Lake, WI, June 2022. We had about 20 women there and met 

over meals. 

3. Third Quarter: Encourage women to attend Space for Grace and the AAABC Convocation, 

with a corresponding schedule during the week giving opportunity for connection and 

reflection.  

4. Fourth Quarter: Our regional liaisons will either have a Zoom or in-person gathering for the 

women in their respective regions. We hope this is be a great opportunity to network, create 

intentional mentorship relationships, and encouraging fellowship for years to come. 

As of writing this report, we still have the third and fourth quarters left to take place.  

I am tremendously thankful for our regional liaisons for taking on this pioneer work in their 

respective spaces, and of course for my co-coordinators, Katharine and Melanie, for their hard work, 

brainstorming, and passion for AAWIM. And thank you to ABHMS for funding this important project. 

I look forward to how the Lord will use the foundation we’ve built in the future. 

Most of the AAWIM at the RRR Green Lake conference, June 2022. 
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REPORTS FROM OUR PARTNERS 

American Baptist International Ministries 

REV. LESLIE TURLEY 

Area Director for Southeast Asia and Japan 

 

This year has been one of new beginnings. As we look at life  

IM now has six global personnel endorsed for ministry: 

  

Newly Commissioned Missionaries: 

Eric & Yuree Lembke, Education and Discipleship among refugees on the 

Thai/Myanmar border. Contact them at: lembke@internationalministries.org 

They are currently at 51% of support raised.  

Aaron & AmyEstelle Trout, Evangelism and Discipleship in Mindanao, 

Philippines. Contact them at: trout@internationalministries.org They are 

currently at 97% of raised support. 

Sarah McCloy, Education and Evangelism in Japan. Contact her at: 

smccloy@internationalministries.org. Her support level is currently at 66%. 

Nester Bunda, Theological Education in Iloilo, Philippines.  Contact him at: 

nbunda@internationalministries.org.  

Paul (Queenie) Rollet, Discipleship and Evangelism among the poor in Manila, 

Philippines.  Contact him at: prollet@internationalministries.org.  

Associate Global Servants, Mark & Ngoc Pham, Education and Discipleship in 

HoChiMinh, Vietnam. Contact them at: ngocandmark2019@gmail.com.  

mailto:lembke@internationalministries.org
mailto:trout@internationalministries.org
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/trout/
mailto:smccloy@internationalministries.org
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/s-mccloy/
mailto:nbunda@internationalministries.org
mailto:prollet@internationalministries.org
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/p-rollet/
mailto:ngocandmark2019@gmail.com
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UPDATES 

In April, I traveled to Thailand and Vietnam to visit global servants and partners for the first time in 

two and a half years.  I was also able to visit the border area of Myanmar and Thailand.   

 

While there, I visited the recipient of a Palmer Grant.  The Center for the Development of People 

with Disabilities (CDPD) received a grant to develop a farm which could be cared for by those with 

disabilities.  The photos show they have made great progress on this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“CDPD clients have enjoyed the God’s nature and learning through a hands-on experience at the 

project’s outdoor classroom. They have enjoyed opportunities to develop their life skills, social skills, 

and learning skills in God’s natural creation. We have noticed that many of our clients have 

improved physically in their strength and abilities by practicing the skills they are learning, praise 

God.” 

 

In September, I visited Germany to attend the World Council of 

Churches Assembly in Karlsruhe along with 

ABCUSA General Secretary Jeff Woods, 

Home Missions Rothtanglianii Chhangte, 

Rev. Saw Ler Htoo, Senior Pastor of Calvary Burmese Baptist Church, Rev. Dr. 

Thuam Cin Khai, Special Assistant and Dr. Peacefully Thomas, General 

Secretary of Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Churches.  We presented a workshop at the Assembly on 

“Seeking Justice and Peace in Myanmar”.  The information we shared as well as the PowerPoint can 

be accessed by the QR code.  

 

I also traveled to Korea to attend the 

Asia Pacific Baptist Federation 

Congress held at Global Mission 

Church in Seoul.  As Edwin Lam, 

President, wrote, “This Congress in 
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Seoul was conceived with much joy and anticipation but birthed with many uncertainties, pain and 

suffering during the COVID pandemic.  Even the dates were shifted time and time again with every 

new variant and infections.” The theme of “Stronger Together” accompanies the Great Commission 

that God has for the Asia Pacific.  

 

 

 

Volunteer Requests 

Online English teaching for students in Myanmar.   

Ministering and evangelistic work in the Inland Sea (Japan) in an historic Baptist area. 

 

 

Email | leslie.turley@internationalministries.org  

mailto:leslie.turley@internationalministries.org
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American Baptist International Ministries 

REV. BENJAMIN CHAN 

Area Director for East and South Asia 

 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS OF EAST AND SOUTH ASIA 

South Korea Trip to lead pastors and church leaders seminars and to enhance 

cooperation with the Korean Baptist Churches in the Republic of Korea in August 2022.  

Hojin and Sharon Yu have organized a South Korea trip in August to learn the history, culture and 

church ministries of the country. Nine members from International 

Ministries, ABC New Jersey and the Alliance of Asian American 

Baptist Churches participated in the very well-designed trip. 

Special activities were arranged for the two youth members to 

have fellowship with South Korea young people. Members have 

reported very rich learning and gained new perspectives of 

Christian mission and political dynamics. The members plan to 

produce a video to be used in our sharing in local churches and 

regional events. We are also 

exploring South Korea and US 

sister-church relations, as the 

Korean Baptist Churches in the Republic of Korea (KBC) already have 

partnership agreements with IM and ABCNJ. A delegation of KBC 

will visit the US in September to attend ABCNJ and the Alliance 

events. They will also visit IM and other AB organizations. KBC is also 

invited to attend the 150th Anniversary of Christianity entering 

Nagaland in India in November. These are part of the effort to enrich 

the global Christian experience and relations of KBC at their request. 

At the same time, KBC blesses us with their ministry experience. It is worth to note that our mutual 

visit and learning has prompted a great interest of KBC sisters to know more how women Christian 

leadership is developed in other countries. 
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Christian Enterprise Development Training via Zoom for 500 seminarians, pastors and church 

leaders in Asia in 2022.The majority of theological students in Asia come from the 

countryside.  Their seminaries don’t teach how to help rural and underserved communities to 

develop economic opportunities to improve the quality of their lives. In order to bring forth Jesus’ 

promise of abundant life, these pastors need basic knowledge or community organization, 

community development, health care, farming skills and basic business skills. This project offers two 

six-month online certificate training programs to teach theology students and pastors Christian 

stewardship and basic business skills to create income-generating enterprises relevant to their 

context. The goal is to equip 400-500 current and future pastors with the skills they need to nurture 

their member's spiritual growth and nurture their communities for positive change, economic and 

otherwise. Go to learn more and support this meaningful ministry.  

  

Ben has coordinated the PPE, food and financial assistance and other COVID relief in Asia since 

2020, including air-shipped over 8,000 coveralls and 

150,000 protective face masks to hospitals in China in 

the very early stage of the COVID pandemic. We are 

now focusing on helping partner conventions and 

organizations to retore their financial health and 

operation. 

 

  

https://www.internationalministries.org/southern-asia-economic-development-and-business-training/
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Please pray for our partner churches in Asia asking God to give them wisdom and skills to 

care for sisters and brothers while many are still struggling with the emotional and financial 

impact of the COVID pandemic. 

• Pray for the suffering people and communities in Asia asking God to turn the current crisis 

into an opportunity for them to understand God’s love and to receive the salvation in Jesus 

Christ. 

• Pray for our missionaries who are restoring their global mission involvement – their travel 

safety, and adequate spiritual and financial support 

• Pray for Ben as he balances ministry and family life, as well as his spiritual, emotional, and 

physical wellness. 

  

Email | ben.chan@internationalministries.org 
Cell & WhatsApp | 610.457.6814 

 

  

mailto:ben.chan@internationalministries.org
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Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board (MMBB)  

REV. AUGIE BAU | Retirement Benefits Consultant 

Rev. Augie Bau has served on the staff of MMBB for over 31 years, 

and he is the liaison to Asian American churches and pastors. His 

primary responsibility is to help pastors enroll in the MMBB 

plans. During COVID-19, the Comprehensive Plan is the highly 

recommended option since it includes retirement, disability, and 

death benefits. Pastors in MMBB gain a huge tax advantage, since 

they receive distributions in retirement as tax free housing 

allowance. Contact Augie to set up a Zoom call with the Pastor and church leaders to discuss the 

MMBB retirement plan options. 

 

MMBB provides retirement and other benefits for staff of churches.  Basically, MMBB has four key 

advantages. 

2. HISTORY | We are a nonprofit Christian organization serving churches since 1911 (over a 

century of service). Part of our proud legacy is providing benefits for Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. and his family. 

3. STABILITY | We have over $2.5 billion in assets under management. Since we have a 

generous endowment fund, we do not charge any commissions and our services are free for 

churches and Christian nonprofit organizations. 

4. SAVINGS | The IRS allows us to declare distributions in retirement as housing allowance for 

ministers. This is a HUGE tax savings for ministers which most secular plans cannot offer. 

5. SERVICE | We specialize in retirement benefits for the staff of churches and nonprofit 

organizations. Also, we offer comprehensive financial planning for all of our members. 

  

MMBB offers three main options. More detailed information is available. 

1. We offer a Comprehensive Plan which includes retirement, disability, and life insurance. This 

is our most popular option for full time pastors. The employer contribution is 16% of 

compensation (cash salary and housing allowance) for ABC churches.   

2. We also offer a Retirement Only Plan. The minimum employer contribution is only $50 per 

month. This is an excellent way to get started in our 403(b) retirement plan. 

3. Finally, we offer a Member Contribution Plan. Employees can contribute to the retirement 

plan through payroll deduction. The minimum is only $50 per month. 

Email | Augie.Bau@mmbb.org  
Cell & WhatsApp | 917.209.9911 

https://plans.mmbb.org/
mailto:Augie.Bau@mmbb.org
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American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) 

REV. FLORENCE LI, National Coordinator for Asian Ministries 

A farewell-for-now statement from Florence upon her retirement this year. 

 

FLORENCE LI IS GRATEFUL TO ALL OF YOU! 

It’s been an honor and privilege to serve you and walk alongside you for 

eighteen long years.  I recall my connection with American Baptist started back 

in 1982 when I attended Berkeley School of Theology (former American Baptist 

Seminary of the West).  I was introduced to the Asian Caucus and met pioneers 

such as the late Dr. Paul Nagano and the late Dr. James Chuck.  I then got to 

know Rev. Katie Choy-Wong who served as the first Asian Ministries director at 

ABHMS (National Ministries then) and Rev. Don Ng, who then was the director of Education 

Ministries. A crowd of witnesses and other supporters in the Asian Caucus also came along such as 

the late Yosh Nagakawa, Herb Tsuchiya, Ken Fong, Corey Yoshida, the late Peter Quey (Jenny 

Quey’s father-in-law), the late Moley Familiaran, the late Perla Belo, and many others.  These were 

the folks, brothers and sisters in Christ, sojourners, pioneers, warriors, mentors, pastors, teachers, 

friends, and partners in ministry.  This was the village and the community that embraced me, mode 

me, and nourished me.  I became who I am and am much credited to this vital community. 

 

The Asian American Baptist Caucus (Asian Caucus) was established in the 1970s by those earlier 

pioneers mentioned above.  They were cleared of their mission and goals.  They were diverse and 

united in one voice.  They were selfless putting their resources, knowledge, experience, and love so 

that we can live and move and serve. 

 

For fifty-plus years, Asian Caucus strives to be one solidarity community, heeding the call and 

faithfully welcoming and serving a multitude of languages and people groups.  And since the last 

decade when it was incorporated into the Alliance of Asian American Baptists where it expands its 

mission, ministry, and fellowship, there is no limit to stretching the inevitable partnerships. This 

journey has come a long way and keeps going!  

 

Asian Ministries is grateful to Asian Caucus/Alliance as it has built on and is rooted in the diverse 

representation of 300+ churches since the 1970s.  For five decades, Asian Ministries locked into 

congregational health, leadership development, pastoral ministerial skills, generational issues, 

immigrant resettlement, cultural integration, combating racism, living out spiritual resiliency through 

the pandemic, and collaboration with multitudes of home mission ministries, we are a critical mass 
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that has many footprints in the ABC family and beyond. I am deeply grateful to many of you, the 

names that I can’t mention all.  

 

There is a season for everything.  The baton is passing on.  Many are called and I believe you are 

chosen and deemed to equip taking this baton for the ministry of God. 

 

Board of General Ministries (BGM) 

REV. DR. CHAKRAVARTHY ZADDA, Board Member 

Dear Members of the Alliance of Asian American Baptist Churches,  

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ! 

With a thankful heart I am happy to present my first report to the Alliance of 

Asian American Baptist Churches as your representative to serve on the ABCUSA 

Board of General Ministries (BGM).  

Though I was called to serve on the Board from January 2022, it was officially 

approved by the Board during the July 2022 Board sessions at Green Lake, WI. As the new member 

of the Board, I was assigned to work with the Committee on Christian Unity and Interfaith Relations 

(CCUIR) to provide leadership as a dialogue partner on behalf of ABC USA for Hindu-Christian 

dialogue sessions and Sikh-Christian dialogue sessions hosted by the ecumenical body, National 

Council of Churches USA.  

I am humbled to report that Our Lord Jesus Christ has already prepared me for this ministry through 

my academic work for PhD degree along with my teaching experience of “World Religions” class to 

the young seminarians at Northern Seminary. Currently I have represented our denomination on 

two dialogue session with different Hindu groups and one with the Sikh leaders.  

I am also learning the board work and actively providing the Asian Churches’ voice on the 

deliberations. As we all know that the current Search Committee for our new General Secretary is 

very actively working and so I would be very happy to receive your inputs. Also, our next Board is 

scheduled for Nov 2022 at Valley Forge, and I would be very happy to bring our questions as well to 

the table, if you have any. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me.  

Again, thanks for the opportunity to serve you through the office of the General Secretary as your 

representative to BGM. 


